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POLITICAI. 


The Urdu Akhbdr (published i in Marathi at Akola) of the Circulation, 


England and Russia. 


~ break out between England and Rus- 
sia. Seven thousand mew have ‘already been sent to Malta 
from India. ‘ Another batch of native troops will soon follow. 
Other preparations for war are also pushed on with great vi- 
gour in this country. Our Engtish Government has sent an 
ulimatum to Russia’ with the rentark that she should accept 
its proposals’ within eight days, otherwise it will declare war 
against her. It is evidorit from this that the relations between 
England and ‘Russia have reached a crisis. The proposals made | 
to Rassia' by ‘our Governtiert are founded on justice, but the 
Ozar and’ his ministers do not accept them. This is a clear proof 
of the stubbornness or stupidity of Russia. Repeated insurrec- 
tions are taking place in- Roumelia. The'Tarks also appear to 
be alienated from the Russiaiis. The prolonged mediatién of 
Gernisny ‘perhaps arises from: interésted motives. Her secret 


“4th May says that war is about to '5° copies. 
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object is to secure some advantages to herself by entrapping 
England and lending her support to Russia. But our shrewd 
English politicians have seen through her cunning policy, and 
made ‘preparations for war. This is indeed very good. There 
isno doubt that the subjects of Her Majesty, in whatever part 
of her dominions they may live, will be inspired with enthu- 
siasm at this intelligence. There are several kings ready to 
assist our Government. But our.Government itself is very 
powerful, It will be no difficult task for our armies te acquire 
| a victory over the Russians. Now it is: the duty of all: Her: 
Majesty’s subjects to pray for the success of English arms. 


he ere CT, 


Cirealstion, The —* famannai of the 8th May says that at last 
113 copies. 


: the Russo-Turkish war is over. But 
tons Fs ~~ Paas now another difficulty has arisen in 


European politics. All the world waits 
with impatience to see what results attend that difficulty. 
Now that Russia has become insolent, our English Govern- 
ment has begun to make excellent demonstrations of its power 
which inspire its friends and adherents with the hope ‘that: in 
the event of a Russo-English war the pride of the enemy will 
be humbled. _ It is: the benevolence of the Government ‘that 
induces all its subjects to pray for the prosperity of Her 
Majestry’s Empire. They wish that its enemies should be 
punished for their evil deeds. Looking at: the present state of 
affairs in Europe, our Government has acted wisely. in making 

military preparations. India is in a state of perfect security. 
The natives always think it to be their paramount. duty to be 
loyal to their rulers for the time being ;..and therefore, the 

- Government also always protects their rights end privileges 
and promotes them in rank and dignity. How great was ‘the 
enthusiasm of: native troops at. the time.of their departure 
from. Bombay to-Malta,.. We. believe: that. if they,are called 
- mpon, to fight, they will display. such copragerand bravery that. 
\ #4 enemy willbe hardly able to enconnter them.: We. vo 
'. thatif: the tropps of native chiefs are also required by. the 
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soldiers of the Indian army, thére is time for enthusiasm now : 


it is‘ the ordér of: the Empress of Tndia that-you should:go to 


Malta. If the enemy wishes to fight, fight bravely and destroy 
his whole army.- Your ability will now be put to the test ; 
cheerfully obey the order of the Empress of India.: - 


The Lawrence Gazette has a correspondent at Calcutta 
‘The correspondence be. Who receives letters from a friend at 
tween- the Sultan of Tar-’ Constantinople. The latter seitds his 
— = ius letters in Turkish, and the former 
translates them into Urdu, and sends the translations to the 
editor of the Lawrence Gazette for publication in that paper. 
The letters treat of the political affairs of ,Tarkey. -Ten 
letters. have already appeared in the back numbera..of the 
Lawrence Gazette. Part of the eleventh letter is published 
in the issue of the 30th. April. The letter publishes . the 
kharita, dated the 20th January, 1878, which.was sent by 
the Amir of Kabul to the Sultan of Turkey, and the. farmdn 
of the Sultan, dated the 28th February in reply to the khavitg. 
The substance of the Amir’s kharita is as follows:—The Mis- 
sion. of an embassy by His Majesty was. .a source of preat 
pleasure and. pride to me, for which. I am.always thankful to 
His; Majesty. May Heaven always preserve His Majesty. 
The Ottoman Empire is the pillar tothe Muhammadan religion. 
I have already submitted'my.reply to His Majesty’s instruc- 
tions in regard to my poliey towards the English Government. 
‘Now I..address His, Majesty, ‘because. authentic news of the 
‘war does not. reach me..!: I havo heard in these days’ that, the 
-Rassian army: has arrived before Constantinople; and. that 
-the., English power,’ which always: professed. friendship 


. ¥ Bs. .3. . 
* 


pavatiotint ‘power for fordign service, they wili‘start to the. 
scend of action without the least: hesitation on their part. The 
editor also publishes a few verses in praise of ‘the British na- 
tive atmy. ‘The opening verses: are in the form of:an address - 
to the native troops who have been ordered to-procéed to Malta. 
The substance of the opening verses is as follows :—- Brave - 
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towards Tuarkéy has rendered no aid to. her.  It'is:a.matter 
of regret and surprise that the English Power should ‘not; aid 
such‘a faithful friend as His Majesty. : After.a carefal,exami- 


nation of English character I:have renounced my, friendship 
with the English. Russia is a strong power, and therefore I 


have entered into an alliance with. her. I-have renounced 
friendship with the English, simply because they are not faith- 


fal, they never stick to their word. They have not acted faith- 


fully towards His Majesty. They are very proud of, their 
power, and look down upon others with contempt... A Russian 
Envoy has been staying at: Kabul for some time past. Judg- 
ing from his discourse I am inclined to. suppose. that the-Rus- 
sians are a more faithful people than the English. In my 
humble opinion, His Majesty has acted: wisely in opening 


negotiations for peace with the Russian power. It is a good 
thing that His Majesty should form a friendly alliance with 


the Russians, and renounce his friendship with the English. 


‘The substance of the Sultan’s farmén is as follows : pol 
have read your letter. I do not like the remarks which you 
have made about the English nation. I see no fault in the 
English, nor have my forefathers written anything against 
them. Every man is of opinion that the English power should 
have assisted the Porte. But this is a mistake. From the 
very beginning of the war it was the wish of the Porte that 
no European power should interfere. The cause of my defeat 
is that some European powers rendered ‘secret aid to Russia, 
and the Turkish provinces revolted and’ cast in their lot with 
the enemy. If the Turks had to encounter only the Russians 


it would not: be possible for the latter to overpower the former. 
As regards the question of: peace, the treaty of peace ‘has not 


yet been finally concluded. But I advise you that you should 
maintain your friendsbip with the English; and not listen to the 
proposals of the Russians. I know the’ cause of your alienation 
from the English Government. If you wilt make known your 
wishes to me, I will endeavour to effect a reconciliation be- 
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tween you and the English Gayseyaent, from: which ise will 
accrne both to Kabul and Turkey. . “a 
.. [¥. B.—This letter has been copied ‘ several vernacu- 


lar Eee in their columns. | | | 
NATIVE STATES. 


The Mashr-i- Qaisar of the 5th May says that it i is a ‘mat- gro 

The education of young ter of regret that. even under a civil- 
a. ..: wee Government like the, British the 
education of native. chiefs and princes remains: faulty. or defece 
tive. But in spite of the:parental care which the paramount 
power bestows upon: them, it seems to be an almost hope- 
less task that they should receive a good education. . Scores 
of them die a premature death. Within the last fow years 
several young native chiefs have died from the effects of drink 
or those diseases which are caused by intemperance.. The Go- 
vernment performs its duty satisfactorily in the matter of the 
education of minor chiefs.. The only thing that now remains 
to preserve them from the baneful influence of evil company 
is that they should be made to live in the same houses with 
their European guardians and tutors. We will discuss this 
subject at length on a fature occasion. 


A correspondent of the Rahbar-t-Hind of the 7th’ ‘May, Circulation, 
526 copies. 
The prevalence of dis- writing from Kashmir, complains’ of 
tress in Kashmir, the scanty allowances of ‘food: given 
to the poor by the State. Each man gets three seers of pad- 
dy which yields one and a quarter seers or twenty chatak: of rice. 
This allowance of food is for eightdays. Thus the daily ration 
for each man is two and a half chataks of rice, which is obviously 
too. inadequate. Tt isto be regretted that the prevalence of 
distress is the result of the mismanagement: ‘of the State officers. 
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION, | oo 
The Rahbar-i- Hind of.the 4th May says :—We have heatd Circulation, 
thatthe Financial Commissioner. of Te ene 
seks . the Panjab hes returned; the assess- 
eae ‘ment returns of some. districts con- 
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rideted with the [iéehse tax for’ revision. ‘In sortie ‘cases the 
assessments made were considered to be too heavy and‘in‘others 
to be too léniént.* We believe that if the high Government. 
officers carefully examine the asséssment returns they’ will 
discover many defects i in them, and will not, find them capa- 


ble of being accepted t without scrutiny. Assessment i is a very 


delicate task, and the least carelessness i in making assessments | 
will be productive of great hardshi P and oppression. 


- The Anjitminri-Panjab of the 3rd May publishes @ memo- 

“ios sinsilictin ‘3f gilee- rial, which has been drawn up by one 
ed candidates for the office . Rajab Ali, the teacher of mathematics 
of tahsildar as mukhtars. inthe district- school, Firozpur, for 
submission to the Chief Court, Panjab. According to clause 3, 


‘Rule X: of the Rules framed bythe Ghief Court under chapter. 


VI. of Act XVII. of 1877, and published in the Panjab 


: Government Gazette dated the 28th March, 1878, page 166 e 


seq, any tahsildar. or munsif may, upon leaving th ae p ublic 


service, be admitted as a pleader of the second grade with- 


oat having passed the prescribed examination. The memo- 
rialist urges that the candidates for the office of tahsildar 
who have passsed the tahsildars’ examination should be. also © 
admitted and enrolled as pleaders of the second grade, or at 
least as muktars of the first or second grade. The memorial- 


-its has published the memorial: for the information of the 


public in order to invite co-operation, and will shortly sub- 


mit it to.the Chief. Court. of the Panjab. 


— The Mt utla Nér of the 7th May, i in its correspondence or 


re ee ad- umns, publishes" the address and 


‘dress presented to Mr. W. 


{ Young, the Magistrate the qasida which were presented to 


soy Collector of Mainpuri,, William Yo 
the inhabitante of, the , ung, Esq. °) by the riises 


trlet. and native officers of Mainpuri at the 
‘time of his making over chargé of the office of magistrate and 
“colléctor’ of Mainpuri, dh to his w sppeetenent to the office 
of Sessions Judie: °°" 
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_ The raises of the North-Western Provin ces and Qndh 


M. Kempson, Ksq., the Presented an address to M.. Kempson, 
late Direator of Public In- Esq., M.A., the late Director of Public 


Provinces and Oudh. fabicibhie of the North-Western Pro- 
vinces and Oudh, on the 2nd March, 1878, at Allahabad, on 
his retirement from the public service. The cominittee under 
whose management the address was presented has published a 
pamphlet for circulation containing the address, Mr. Kempson’s 
reply to the address; and the ‘memorandum recorded by His 
Honour the Lieutenant Governor of:the North:Western Pro- 
vinces and‘ Chief Commissioner of Oudh, in recognition of the 
services of Mr.’ ‘Kempson in connection with the Educational 
Department. The editor of the Oudh Akhbdr has received a 


copy of the pamphlet and reprints it in the Oudh Akhbdr of the 
10th May. ‘The editor also makes a few ‘remarks in /praise 


of Mr. Kempson.: ‘The following is an extract from his 
remarks :—Mr. Kempson left no stone unturned to farther the 
cause of education in these provinces. He sought to promote 
the interests of those men who were connected’ with the Edu- 
cational Department im ‘a: variety: of ways. We have: often 
spoken of those highly beneficial schemes ‘ which’ ‘he: devised 
for the improvement of the Urdu and Hindi languages. Ex- 


cellent books have been written in these languages’; and both - 


the languages have been brought to such a state: of perfee- 
tion’ in his’ time that even all future improvements ‘may 
be justly regarded as the fruits of his: schemes. : Several 
native officers of the Educational Department were through 
his recommendation appointed to respectable posts jn the 
public service by the Government. He was one of those 


European officers who have always at heart the welfare of. 
the natives. op a 


‘The editar also re Mr. einiees for the praise so nhkels 
he conferred onthe Oudh. Akhbat Press, in: his. reply: to the 
addreas, for its activity in.the: publication of beaks, and and. refers 
to the fact that Munshi Nawal Kishor, the 7 . 
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Oudh -Akhbde Press, will. establish a library a genres: in 
commemoration of Mr. Kempson.  —_..._ tes et 


THE NERNACULAR PRESS ACT,* 


‘The Rahbar-i-Hind of the 4th May. says that the Govern-. 
The Vernacular Press ment of India has issued an order to 
— the local.Governments to the. effect. 
that no local. Goveramaat should take.an action against any | 
vernacular newspaper under the provisions of Act [X of 


) 


1878 without: the sanction, of the Supreme Government. 


This order restricts the powers which were vested in the local 
Governments.by the. Act for the destruction of vernacular . 


newspapers, and is thus calculated to buoy up the drooping 


spirits of.:native journalists. , We. ought to be sincerely 
grateful to the Government of . India for issuing this order. 


The Government has now:receded one step from that, position. , 
which it had taken up with the intention of extirpating the. 


vernacular press. This order will at least give a short res- 
pite to the vernacular newspapers.-- But nothing short of 


a restoration.of the former state of things, when only the 
usual. courts of justice were. competent to deal with our 


offences, can do substantial good. Act IX. of 1878 has placed 
us under the control of the executive, which, in accordance 
with the principles of British administration, appears to be 
intolerable. to afree people. Parliament ‘may also take 
this view of. the matter, and:thus our difficulties my soon 
be over.. : . 


- The Almbra Akhbdr of the Ast Mey cays that Act IX. of 


Act on the vernacular’ press. The Saha- 


| in a newspaper of Bengal, has ceased to exist. When the 


. commissioner of police ‘required the manayer of the'Sahachar © 
press to enter ‘into'a:boud for Rs. 500, the latter refused to _ 
execute a bond, and waid that'as he was required to furnish’ a 
security: peaeeiahh J enquires, it was better that he # should 
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" stop: ‘les paper, ‘The éditots of three ather verndeuler neis- 
papers are called upon to execute bonds of security for good 
behaviour. A monster meeting was lately held in. Calcutta 
to enter a protest in Parliament against the Vernacular. Press 
Act. From 5,00 to 8,000 men were present at the meeting, 
and four or five European gentlemen also took part in its 
proceedings. It remaitis to be seen what reception the protest. 
meets at the hands of Parliament. But we are gratified to 
ttotice that the Government of India has issued an order to 
the local Governments to the effect that no action shouldbe 
taken under the provisions of Act IX of 1878 against any ver- 
hacular newspaper without obtaining its sanction, and that no 
copnisance whatever is to be taken of offences committed 
before the passing of the Act. The local Governments have . 
also been instructed to isstie a circular of warning like the 
one issued by the Government of the North-Western Provinces 
and that of the-Panjab. It is evident fromt this that our local | 
Government has issued a circular, but we have tiot yet received _ 
acopy of that circular. When it comes to us we will know 
what its contents are. Lord Lytton isa great friend of the 
natives. He has given his assent-to the Vernactilar Press Act 
under the pressure of necessity. He has conferred a gteat 
favour upon the vernacular press in issuing the instructions 
above referred to to the local Governments. 
The Berar Samachar of the 5th May says that Maharaja 
‘he Mahoa Akhbdr and  HLolkar conducts the administration of 
the Maharaja Holkar. his State with great ability. A state- 
ment hes appeared in several newspapers that: the Maha- 
raja has sentenced the editor of the Malwa Akhbdr to simple — 
imprisonment..for, three mouths. But we doubt the truth 
of the, statement. . We lately met a respectable gentlemen’ 
who is well informed about the affaixeof the Indore -darbar, 
He, also doubted the trath of the. statenent.. We saw. itix 
the, Hembay..Times, : It, was contmented upon..by the, Guzrat — 
Mize. Th. is, exid, that :an. extract from. the Melua. Akhbdn 
was amongst the extracts from the writings. of varns- 
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Act. 
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onlar newspapers which were laid’ before the~ Legislative 
Council on the 14th March last, in proof of thé charges'which 


were brought against the vernacular’ pees.’ When: this 


matter reached the ears of Maharaja Holkar he inflicted the 
punishment above referred to upon the editor. Some time 
ago the Times published about thirty or forty of those: extracts 
from the writings of the vernacular press which were 
laid before the Legislative Council, but unfortunately. the 
extract from the Malwa Akhbdr was not amongst them.: We 
therefore do not know what the extract was, and whether its 
writer deserved to be so severely punished. Let the extract 
be what it may, we have no hesitation in saying that if it is 
true that the editor of the Malwa Akhbir has been punished, 
the punishment inflicted upon him is not. justifiable. The 
Government of India has not punished the editor of any: ver- 
nacular newspaper published in British India for the same 
offence. At the utmost, the Indore darbar should have ex- 
acted a bond of security for good behaviour from the editor 
of the Malwa Akhbdr, or stopped the publication of the paper, 
which course would have best suited the despotic Maratha 
rule. Secondly the article in question was published in the 
Malwa Akhbdr some months ago. If it.is so bad, why did not 
the Indore darbar punish the editor when it was published ? 
This is indeed very surprising. But we are reluctant to believe 
that Maharaja Holkar should have.punished the editor simply 
in order to ingratiate himself with the Government of 


India. 


The Akhbar-i- Am of the 8th May says that the anger of 
The Vernacular Press the Government is now subsiding. 
The Government has begun to show 
kindness towards the vernacular press. - It appears from the 
Englishman that the Government of Bengal has asked the 


commissioner of Dacca to release the editors of vernacular 


newspapers from the bonds which they had been required to 


enter into, and to give them a warting for good: behaviour in 


future. Another contemporary tells us that the Government 


( 405 ) 


of sIndia has recorded:a-resolution to the effect. that. no local 

Gorecamet: should ;take any action. against, , a yernacular 
‘newspaper without its sanction. The grant of . these. conces- 
sions on the ‘part of the Government is. the result of. the 
popular ayitation. in Caloutta and Bombay. - We ought to 
‘be. grateful to the. inhabitants of Calcutta and Bombay | for 
exposing tke faults and defects of Act IX. of 1878.. We 
ought to be still more thankful to the Government for the 
frankness and readiness with which it has acknowledged _ and 
corrected its mistakes, We are grieved at the conduct of 
those native journalists who accepted the Act in its entirety. 
Do not these men fall under the category of time-servers or 
flatterers? No time-server can be a true speaker. Even if 
aman were to aid them, they would discourage him instead 
of etree: by him. 


‘The Saftr-t-Budhana of the 1st “hee, in: ‘its correspon- 
an Vernacular Press dence columns, publishes an article 
Om... | on the Vernacular Press Act. . The 
writer says that it-is a matter of deep regret that the - license 
of the vernacular: press has obliged the Government to im- 
pose resttictions upon the liberty of the vernacular press. 
No other people of Asia except ourselves enjoyed: the liberty 
of the press. This inestimable privilege was conferred upon 
us by the English Government. But as we proved unworthy 
of it, it has been withdrawn from us. -It.is through : the 
fault of some unworthy members of the vernacular press that 
even the respectable and loyal members have been deprived 
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_ of their liberty, and their dignity has suffered.. The gagging“ 


-of the vernacular press is not only a source of grief*to us, but 
-inspires us. with anger towards those inconsiderate writers who 
have been the cause of the loss of our liberty. The vernacular 
_ press was gradually remedying: several evils. For instance, 
the natives had-long ‘been in the habit of flattering the officers. 
They indulged in gross exaggeration. But, under the _just 
Bi Relies | thle + this evil.» was. on the. decline uwing, to. the. free- 
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true and pnéxaggerated statement of facts; But now: they 
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dom of the press. Tho natives werd relinquishing the: habit 
of flattering officers; and getting into. the. habit-of ndaking 


will perhaps relapse into their fornter habit. ‘Seconily,: the 
thoughta and feelixigs of the people and: thd ‘acts'.of ‘officers 


were easily brought té the notice of the: Government - ‘by the 


vernaculat press. But thie Governmerit will now: have to: dé- 
pénd for this information upon newspapers published ih Hiig- 
lish, and the information supplied by them will be scanty and 
imperfect: ‘The greatest evil that will dccrue from the gag- 
ging of the vernaculat press is that the public Will riow put 


‘no faith in the writings of the vérnacular press.. ‘Th our 
‘opinion ‘tle public press is the simplest and most ‘éffective 


means of making the people civilised, ettlighténed, énd loyal, 
provided it enjoys the confidence of the public. If thé. Govérn- 
ment instead of .enacting.a law like Act IX. of 1878, which 
has lowered the prestige ot the whole vernacular press, had 


gagged the months of. those writers -who indulged in license, 


and.only given a warning to the others, this would have 
answered the purpose. _ Moreover, the prestige of the whole 
vernacular press would not have suffered in the eyes ‘of the 


public. The inhabitants of Caloutta are making great efforts to 
gecuré the abolition of the Vernacular Press Act. -A native 


editor has even committed suicide. He must have'been a very 
inconsiderate man. And two or three newspapers have also 
been stopped, But all this is useless, There is no doubt that. 
the Government cherishes love and kindness towards us, -Jt 


3s the result of our own misdeeds that we have been deprived 


of our lierty. It is our earnest prayer that Heaven may 
make ‘us truly loyal to the Government, and induce the Go- 
vernment to restore the freedom of the’ press, — 


RAILWAY. 


“the Abibdri- Am, Lahord, of thie ‘8th May; ‘disks ar it 


* complaint a gainst legal under the rules of ‘the railway’ d0th- 
_stailway servant. pay for a‘railway wervinnt, who is Grit, 
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48 :Harask the passengers, and fo say; when rerironstrated with, 
that: he, - being’ a railway servant, can do whatever he likés, 
ean beat any man he pleases, and can arrest any one who 
offers him the least resistance? We catunot believe in the 
existence of such a railway regulation. But as wo saw with 
our own eyes a railway servant at the Fallor station who 
behaved i in this way, we have b3en disposed to make an 
enyuiry hereby of the railway company on the subject. 
LOCAL AND MISCBLLANEOUS. -_ 
The Rahbar-i-Hind of the 4th May says:—-We hope out 

The payment of fees ““uropean officers will not be displeased if 
to orderlies. — -we criticize the condact-of. their orderlies. 
Some native officers came to Lahore from other districts on 
the occasion of the late Shalamar garden fair. Ono of these 
native officers paid a visit to a high European officer in the 
morning. The orderly of the latter called upon the former 
for his fees in the afternoon. The native officer at once offer- 
ed him one rupee. But he refused it as being too low a fee, 
he being the orderly of a very high officer.. He was. ulti- 
_ mately prevailed upon to take it by entreaty and promises of 
amends being made on some.future occasion. Once we came 
across the orderly of a commissioner who called upon .a 
munsif for the exaction of his fees. On enquiry we found 
. that he. possessed a tea garden. Is it not possible to prevent 

this illegal form of extortion? -‘The Government cah do a 
great deal towards: -checking this. evil, if it likes to do so. But 
_ weare convinced that this evil will not entirely vanish until 
3 aaa familiarly meet the natives. 


A correspondent of the Mashiri-Qaisar of the 5th. Mey 
“The neglected state ‘complains thatthe road leading from 
of the road between ‘Ajmir‘to Abu is‘in a very neglected state. 
Amir and Abu | BH6 -rowd vis ‘very imuch frequénted ‘by 


_ Kigh European dicots like the ‘A gent to:the Governor-Giene- 


tel for Rajpotans, the' Chief Copaniissionor ofA jenir; de. Ke 
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_ spread poverty among the natives. 
_ rule in some countries of Europe. 

; Ditants of those countries is not 80 bad ‘as that of the natives. 
‘Switzerland is a’small country in Europe. The food grain 

always sells very dear in that country. If the Swiss had 
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lies partly im the State of er ant a patdly fh i tie Btate 
of Sirohi. iia . ab YBa 


The Shubh Chintak of the 6th May SEE the Governivient 


The indifference of | for the establishment of schools and 
natives to education. colleges, and deplores the indifference 


_of rich classes of natives to education. A rich native will 


spend thousands of rupees on the occasion of the birth or 


_ marriage of his son or daughter, but he will not contribute 


a farthing for the encouragement of education. or any other 
charitable purpose. He will very reluctantly pay the school- 


| ng fees for his own children. 


‘The Akhbdr-t- An of ‘the 8th May pablishes an article 
“The poverty of the na- headed ‘“* What is’ the cause of tle 


tives, : poverty of the natives of India?’ “It 


has been noticed that the number of paupérs and beggars 
* in India is daily on the increase. What is thé cause of this ? 


Suppose that the dearth of grain is the cause of the wide- 
But high prices always 
The condition of the inha- 


not wisely devised a plan to escape from the effects of 


| high prices, they would have hopelessly sunk into most 
abject poverty, and gradually died of starvation. They have 


enacted a Jaw that no manshall marry without obtaining a 
certificate from a Government officer. No man is ‘allowed 


to marry who does not possess a house and has the means of 
: supporting and educating his children. The result of this 

is that no family or man is poor in Switzerland. But in 
~ India every family is beset with poverty. The cause of this 


universal poverty i is that a law or custom just the opposite of 


the Swiss marriage law prevails in India. ‘Here even a man, 


“who | mange to keep his body and soul together with’ diffi- 


(( °409 *) 
onlty by begging alms, is. anxious to beget a, son... Accord- 


ingly he marries, and children are born whom he can hardly 
support. When the child is still in the womb, it is betrothed 
to another child who is also still unbori.’ As soon as the 
‘children are six years old, their parents procure money: by 
borrowirig or begging for their marriage expenses and marry 
‘them. If the wife of any man’s son becomes twelve years 
of age ‘without giving birth to a child, he consults Piérs, 
‘Fakirs, and astrologers about the cause of her batrenness, 
and his small earnings go towards paying the fees of the 
latter. Moreover, the children born of parents at an early age 
are a weak race of men who are unfit for hard labour. These 
. evil customs are the cause of the poverty of the. natives. 
Countrymen! look at the miserable state of your country 
and cease to begeta beggarly race of men, so that the country 
may recover its strength. Why do you tempt famine by over- 


loading the earth with your children, and thus expose your- 
selves to greet trouble ? 


‘The Akibar-i--A'm, Lahore, of the 8th May, says that the 
The demolition of the Parsi contractor who has entered into 
present city of Lahore. = 4 contract for reconstructing the city 
of Lahore on a new plan, commenced the work of demolition 
of houses at Lungi Mandi on Monday last, perhaps because 
Monday is considered by the Hindus an auspicious day. Per- 
haps the reader will be surprised to hear that Lahore has begun 
to be demolished. The people wailed and. cried, but. in vain. 
We advise them to acquiesce in the project, because it has 
- been decided that the present houses should be demolished, and 
therefore all complaints are useless. There is a rumour 
that the Parsi contractor has taken the contract for the 
re-construction, of the city for twelve lakhs of rupees. He says 
that the new city. will be complete in four years. _ Although 
_-the proprietors of houses are displeased with the action of the 
Government, the. Government is determined not, ‘to let the 


ee 
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city of Lahore remain in: its persent state, and .is anzions to 


make it worthy: of the capital of the Panjab. — All that. ‘they 
can.do.now is to:submit patiently. to their lot. | : 


’ The Urdu Aklibér (published i in Marathi at Akola) of the 
| «a, 4th May publishes the proceedings. of 
Tifosi the meeting which was held on the 


, SR ama Oee. Oui April at the Anglo-Marathi 


School, Akola, by the friends of the late W4man Rao Balaji, 
the deputy inspector of schools of Washim, Berar, to consider 
the means of perpetuating his memory in a suitable way. It 
was resolved at the meeting to collect subscriptions which 
should be invested, and the proceeds of the interest shonld 


‘be. giver in thie shape of a prize to the student who stands 


first at the entrance éxamination in Berar, or should ‘be | 
disposed of i in some other way as the managing committee 


thinks fit. roe | 
The Shola Ter of the 7th May says :that owing .to high 
The prevalence of rob- prices cases of robbery are frequertt. 
bery, owing to high prices. ‘Phree cases have come to our notice 
within -the last .week. .One Haji Muhammad Mumtaz. Ali. 
Khan, ,;a.natize,of Meerut, set out in a camel cart from | 
Banda, to. Cawnpore. — When. he had hardly . proceeded three 


miles from Banda, he was,attacked by robbers and- robbed of 


his property. ‘Two of his attendants were wounded: by the . 
robbers. ‘Munshi Mohammad Sad{q,,an. officer. of the Gan ges 
Canal, was robbed on. his way from Roorkee. to Muzifar 
nagar... Another. robbery. was committed on the 3rd.May be- 
‘tween. Etah and Shikohabad. The police. authorities should 
carefully. watch, the roads. 3 


: The Afidb-i-Panjab,.of: the. 9th May, laste 4 to the 
alte the-matives 0rvible ..migeries. and sufferings of 


| An appe 
bh 
Satine for relief to the tho: famine-stricken people of. China, 


rick 


‘people,o of ' 


ry oSippeals to the.eharity of the. Indian 
opopnlatign on. iphalf.ofithe Chinese. sufferers. =... 


‘ 
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* Severkd hewspapers Have noticéd the case ‘of Mh “Ra, the 
ssi station master of the ‘ Rajputdite *Statd® allway: 
Agra, as an instatite ‘of the excellént-way'In-whith Mt: Keene; 
the Sessions Judge of Agra,: administers ‘justice. Mr. Salt 
had his ehain, box, and somé other property stolen. He took 
the law in his own hands, and'violently beat two of his ser-_ 
vants on suspicion. Mr. Keene, the:Sessions Jiidge of Apra, 
has ‘sentenced him to six months rigorous imprisonment... The . 
case was first noticed by the Nasimi Agra, and then copied. 
from it by other papers, vie., the Kashi Putrika, the Shola-i- Tur, . 
the Benares Akhbar, &c. 


_ ‘The Aligarh Institute Gazette publishes a lqng article on - 
The pitiable pons the present miserable and degraded 
of the Musalmans, condition of the Musalmans. The first 
portion of the article appeared in the issue of the 9th April. 
The article is brought to a close in the issues of the 4th and 
the 7th May. It is said to be written: by a “naturalist” 
Musalman, The-sobriquet naturalist is applied by erthodox — 
Musalmans as a nickname to the modern school of English ~ 
educated Musalmans who are the votaries of European 
science and civilization, and who are accustomed to speak - 
too much of nature and its laws, hence the name naturalists. ; 
Maulvi Sayyid Ahmad Khan Bahadur, C. S. I., is looked upon 
as the head of this school. The writer of the article pathetically 
deplores the present degraded and falien condition of the whole 
Musalman race in strong language. The chief cause of their 
degradation is supposed to be their prejudice or religious — 
bigotry. The writer exhorts the Musalmans to give up their ° 
prejudices, and to study Western science. The English 
education as given in Government schools and colleges is not 
best suited to the natives. Our educated youths are not com- 
petent men. They are only capable of being employed as clerks" 
and writers in public offices. They are proud, conceited, and 


impertinent. They profess no religion. ‘They’ are ‘dissatisfied 
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with Englishmen” ‘They hate their owt country. “Inshort, they 


ABs C4 


have the. v1¢e8 pr fanits of both Englishmen and natives, andithe 


virtues of neither. ‘The writer urges that the education given 
at the Muhammadan Angls-Oriental College, Aligarh, is best 
‘suited to Musalmans. It i is this institution. which. promises ‘to 
re-generate the M usalman race and to restore the lost prestige 


of Islam. The writer appeals to the whole Muhammadan 


community of India to render pecuniar y aid to this. insti~ 
tation. 
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‘FROM THE 


VERNACULAR NEWSPA PE RS 


PUBLISHED IN THE PANJAB, 


N ORTH: WESTERN PROVINCES, 
OUDH, AND CENTRAL PROVINCES, 


saianiie up te 18th May, 1878. 


° > 


POLITICAL 


The Urdu Akhbdr (published in Marathi at, Akola) of the 
11th May publishes an article on the 
present aspect of relations between 


-England and Russia. The substance of the article is as 
| follows : — 


England.and Russia. 


Looking at the latest telegraphic news, war between Eng- 
land and Russia appears to beimprobable. The Russian Ambas- 
sador accredited to the Porte has gone to St. Petersburg to 
arrange the terms of peace. Russia is willing to withdraw 
her army from the vicinity of Constantinople, and wishes that 
the English power should also withdraw its fleet from the Sea 
of Marmora. It appears from the telegram of the 8th May 
that popular feeling at Constantinople is in favour of the 
maintenance of peace with England. . It Russia had not 
carelessly slighted or insulted England on one or two occasions, 
the ‘latter would ‘not have ‘been obliged to make military 
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